
Spring 2026
Vol. 16 – No. 02

1056, Brook Road 
Hinchinbrooke, QC 

J0S 1A0 
Tel.: (450) 264-5353



2 • THE COVERED BRIDGE SPRING 2026

MAYOR’S OFFICE MUNICIPAL INFOS

PUBLIC MEETING 
SCHEDULE

• January 12 • July 6
• February 2 • August 10
• March 2 • September 14
• April 13 • October 5
• May 4 • November 2
• June 1  • December 7

MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR
Hello Everyone, Winter's almost past and spring is around
the corner. The Canada Day fireworks will be held July
1st this year at the Athelstan Sports Park. I'd like to take
this opportunity to thank our office staff, and road crew for
providing a great service to the Municipality and all the
residences. Take care.

Mark Wallace, mayor

MUNICIPAL TAXES
Please note that the
FIRST (1ST)
installment for
tax payment is
due on March
30, 2026, the second
installment is due on June 29, 2026, and
the final instal lment is due on September 28,
2026.

If you did not receive your tax bill, please
contact the municipality right away as all
tax bills have been mailed out. It is the
responsibility of the citizen to ensure that
they have received their tax bills. If you
move or change address you must inform
the municipality right away to ensure
your tax bill is mailed to the correct
address. It is the responsibility of the
citizens to ensure the municipality has the
proper mailing address.

Municipal Taxation Act Chapter F-2.1
Section 81; The clerk must, before March
1 of each year, mail a tax bill to each
person.

Municipal Taxation Act Chapter F-2.1
Section 252; The deadline by which a
single payment or first installment of
municipal property taxes may be paid is
the thirtieth day following the sending of
the bill; where taxes may be paid in two
installments, the deadline by which the
second installment may be paid is the

ninetieth day following the last day by
which the first installment may be paid.

The municipality can now accept online
payments from the following financial
institutions: Caisse Desjardins, CIBC,
Scotiabank, National Bank, Laurentian,
BMO, Tangerine and RBC.

Also note that the municipality now
offers the option to pay taxes by debit
card at City Hall.

Article 148 of the Quebec Municipal
Code stipulates that the council must
establish, before the start of each
calendar year, the schedule of its
regular meetings for the following
year, setting the day and time of the
start of each meeting.

The schedule of regular 
council meetings for 
2026, scheduled 
for Mondays at 
8:00 p.m.
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MUNICIPAL HOURS
Monday to Thursday: 9 am to 4:30 pm
(open at lunch time)
Friday: 9 am to noon

GARAGE SALE
From Saturday 17 to Monday 19 May,
and from Saturday 30 August to
Monday 1 September, the munici-
pality does not require any permit for
citizens to organize a garage sale.

SPEED LIMITS – PARK DAVIGNON
Speed   limit signs have been installed throughout
Davignon Park. Following increasing requests and
complaints from residents, the speed limit on all
gravel paths in the park has been set at 15 km/h. 

The maximum speed limit on Main is 40 km/h. This
measure will contribute to everyone's safety and will
also help reduce the amount of dust during the
summer.
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MUNICIPAL INFOS (cont’d)

ANIMALS
Please note that farm animals are only
permitted in agricultural areas. Therefore,
animals such as horses, goats, rabbits,
sheep, ducks, chickens, bees, etc., are not
allowed in white zones, including
residential and urban areas.

SPCA OUEST
Do you have a complaint/question
concerning animals? Citizens should call
514-566-5678 or email: info@spcaouest.ca

ANIMAL BY-LAWS   
Under Article 11 of the Animal By-Laws,
in non-agricultural areas, up to four
animals are permitted, including a
maximum of two dogs and two cats. In
buildings with more than two dwellings,
only one dog and two cats are allowed per
dwelling. In agricultural areas, up to five
dogs are permitted. 

Please remember that due to provincial
regulation P-38.002, which came into
effect on March 3, 2020, all dog owners
must register their animal with the
Municipality. By July 1st of each year,
each dog owner must obtain a license at a
cost of $25 per dog.

DOG LICENSES
Every dog on 
the territory of
Hinchinbrooke
must have a valid
license.

The Municipality 
of Hinchinbrooke
implemented this
regulation to ensure the safety of its
citizens and pets. In the event of an animal
running away or a dispute, having an
animal registry makes it easier and faster
to identify the owner.

Indeed, the license allows the Municipality
and the SPCA West, which recovers a lost
dog, to quickly identify it and inform the
owner. It is also required by provincial
law, which mandates that a city be able to
identify them.

You must obtain a permanent, non-
transferable license for your dog and
renew it annually within the prescribed
time limits.

License fee: $25 annually (non-refundable
and indivisible)

How do I obtain a license?
Fill out the online form on the SPCA
West's "Emili" app

The link for citizens is: https://emili.pet

If you experience difficulties accessing the
platform, please contact technical support:

a. The support email address is
support@emili.net

b. The support phone number is
1.800.937.0478

c. For all other questions, please use the
following link: info@spcaouest.ca

Note :

If you do not have internet access, it is
possible to do it in person , during the
door-to-door census conducted by the
SPCA West team.

You will receive by mail a numbered and
unique medallion for your pet which it
must wear at all times.

Accepted Payment Methods:
• Credit Card (Online and in person)

• Debit (in person only)

• Cash (in person only)

• Cheque (in person only)

Please pick up your pets' excrement

FIRE PREVENTION INSPECTIONS
The Municipality has hired a PRE VEN -
TION EXPERT service provider to
conduct door-to-door inspections of 
low-risk buildings/homes and verifications
of smoke detectors.

The MRC has also hired a preventative
worker to conduct door-to-door
inspections of medium and high-risk
buildings. These inspections will begin
soon.

OUTDOOR FIRES
Outdoor fires without a burning permit are
prohibited between April 1 and November
15 each year. Burning permits (free of
charge) can be obtained from the
municipal fire warden, a minimum of 
5 days in advance of the permit being
issued. Please contact City Hall for more
information.

For all residents of the municipality,
outdoor fires must be made in a container
or outdoor fire pit. However, stones placed
around a fire pit will no longer be
permitted. You can check the SOPFEU
website for fire restrictions.

GENERAL INFORMATION
Please note that you must dismantle the
temporary shelters (TEMPO) by May 1st.
Fines for non-compliance are $500.

To facilitate the work of municipal
workers during the maintenance of the
road network (mowing, snow removal etc.)
all fences currently erected within the road
allowance of streets must be removed.

The occupation of a caravan, trailer,
camper or camping tent is prohibited
throughout the municipality outside the
boundaries of a campground.

SPECIAL REMINDER - SHIPPING
CONTAINERS
The municipality has observed an increase
in the use of shipping containers within its
territory. It has also received numerous
complaints and questions on this subject.
As explained in detail in our last winter
bulletin (Vol. 16 – No. 1), the use of
shipping containers requires a permit 
and is subject to regulations and
requirements. For more information,
consult the 2026 winter bulletin on our
website www.hinchinbrooke.com or
contact Town Hall. As indicated in the last
bulletin, the municipality will focus on
this issue in 2026.

BREAKFAST FOR THE
HINCHINBROOKE VOLUNTEER
FIREFIGHTERS
Hinchinbrooke Volunteer Firefighters'
Breakfast. On Sunday May 17, 2026, from
8:30 a.m. to noon, breakfast will be served
at the Athelstan Fire Station. Tickets are
available prior through a member of the
fire department or at the door on the day
of the event. You can eat at the station, or
you can take it out. 

A SWIMMING POOL WILL BE
INSTALLED THIS YEAR
Are you planning to install an in-ground,
above-ground, or inflatable pool this year?
Before proceeding with the installation,
you must obtain a permit from your
municipality and comply with provincial
regulations.  www.quebec.ca/habitation-
terri toire/piscines-et-spas/securi te-
piscines-residentielles/securisez-piscine
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DO YOU ALREADY HAVE A SWIMMING
POOL INSTALLED?
In order to comply with new government
regulations ( Residential Swimming Pool
Safety Act (chapter S-3.1.02, s. 1 )), all
municipal swimming pools must be
inspected for compliance and recorded by
the municipal inspector or a person
mandated by the municipal council. Please
note that if you own a pool, inspections
will begin this spring and continue
throughout the summer and fall, weather
permitting. The two municipal employees
designated to conduct these inspections
are Darren Casement and Chelsea Daniel.
For any questions or concerns, please
contact the town hall.

WORKS
In order to allow a better quality of envi -
ron ment for everyone, please note that the
use of lawnmowers, chainsaws or any
other mechanical tool as well as the
execution of construction work causing
noise is permitted from Monday to Friday
between 7 a.m. and 9 p.m. and on
Saturday and Sunday between 8 a.m. and
5 p.m. (does not apply to agricultural work
carried out on cultivated land).

SPRING CLEANING 
After the snow has melted and gone away
several properties require maintenance and
cleaning. To preserve a pleasant environ -
ment for everyone, we ask that you remove
any debris and ensure the properties are
properly maintained.

Failure to comply with municipal regula -
tions in this matter may result in a fine of
at least $300.

SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING
It is important to ensure that septic tanks
are emptied as stipulated in Article 13 of
the Regulation respecting the treatment
and disposal of wastewater from isolated
dwellings Q.2,r -22, which requires
emptying at the following frequency:

- Once every two years for permanent
residents

- Once every 4 years for seasonal
residences.

Remember that a properly used and
maintained septic system has an optimized
lifespan while ensuring environmental
protection.

HOURS – MUNICIPAL OFFICE
Monday Thursday : 9:00 am to 4:30 pm
(open during dinner time)

Friday : 9:00 AM to noon

USED TIRES
Please note that used tires and tractor 
tires must be dropped off at a garage or
dealership.

DITCH
If anyone is digging or cleaning a ditch at
the side of the road, please contact the
town hall so that a municipal employee
can be on site. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO ALL
RESIDENTS CONNECTED TO THE
WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT
While making an effort to keep the
operating cost of the wastewater treatment
plant in Athelstan to a minimum, the
Hinchinbrooke administration asks you to
refrain from putting garbage in the toilet.  

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The Municipality of Hinchinbrooke
reminds its residents that the area between
a private property line and the edge of the
street or road constitutes the municipal
right-of-way. This municipal space, which
can range from one to several meters in
depth, depending on the area and type of
road, must, for safety reasons, remain free
of any objects or plantings.

We ask for your cooperation in main -
taining a safe and pleasant living
environment for everyone. Furthermore,
we have received numerous reports of all-
terrain vehicles, particularly ATVs,
operating on public roads. We remind you
that the Highway Safety Code prohibits
their use on public roads except for
crossing a pedestrian crossing or where
road signs permit access. If you observe
these vehicles on public roads, please

report it to the Sûreté du Québec (SQ)
Ormstown detachment.

Courtesy towards neighbors is essential
for a good quality of life for everyone.
Therefore, by-law 440 on nuisances
prohibits the creation of noise (music,
celebrations, shouting, etc. ) likely to
disturb the peace and well-being of others
and audible at the property line. Similarly,
the use of fireworks is also prohibited.

MUNICIPAL SERVICES

Garbage collection
Garbage collection is on Wednesdays.
Garbage must not be placed at the curb
before 6:00 p.m. the evening before
collection. Also, please note that garbage
and recycling should not be placed near
mailboxes.

Recycling collection
Generally, collection
is carried out door-to-
door every other
Monday of each
month.

To check which materials are accepted for
recycling, please contact the town hall to
receive your guide.

Collection of organic matter (compost)
Collections will begin every two weeks
between May and October. The start date
will be May 7, 2026, and collection days
will be published on the municipality's
website and a calendar will be posted at
the town hall.

SALE FOR TAX
Property Sale for Tax Purposes. The
Haut-Saint-Laurent MRC will be 
hol ding a property sale for unpaid
municipal taxes on June 11, 2026. Please
ensure your municipal taxes are up to date
to avoid the sale of your property. 
For more information, please visit the
Haut-Saint-Laurent MRC website at
www.mrchsl.com. 

MUNICIPAL INFOS (cont’d)

ECOCENTRE
The site is located at 2177 Demers Road, next to the Lac des Pins
campground on Route 201. 

Opening Hours: From April 17th to November 30th, open Fridays,
Saturdays and Sundays (8:00 am to 4:00 pm). Every Saturday in December,
January, February and March (8:00 am to 4:00 pm). CLOSED FOR
EASTER WEEKEND, APRIL 3RD AND 4TH.

Accepted materials: Metal, wood, building materials, waste, cardboard,
paint, used oils, batteries, electronics and tires.
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MUNICIPAL INFOS (cont’d)

ACCEPTED PRODUCTS
RESIDENTIAL PAINT
Primers and paints (latex, alkyd, enamel)
Metal and rustproofing paints
Aluminum paints
Melamine paints
Swimming pool paints
Marine (boat) paints, containing 
no antifouling agents

SPRAY PAINTS
Ali spray paints: general purpose, industrial,
automotive, artistic and wood marking

INTERIOR DYES AND
EXTERIOR LIQUIDS
Interior and exterior stains

PROTECTORS
Wood and masonry protectors
Asphalt protectors (water-based 
or latex only)
Varnish
Shellac
Protective and finishing oils

CONTAINERS AND AEROSOLS
OF EMPTY PAINT

PRODUCTS NOT ACCEPTED
INDUSTRIAL PAINTS
Primers and paints for indus trial use (used by a
professional, with specialized equipment,
in factories or workshops)
Raad sign paints
Drylall paints

AUTOMOTIVE PAINTS

SPECIALIZED PAINTS
Two-component paints (Epoxy)
Paints designed for artistic use
Antifouling paints
Wood preservative or conservation products
categorized as pesticides

PAINT RELATED PRODUCTS
Strippers, solvents and thinners

OTHER PRODUCTS
Grout, plaster, joint cement, plastic wood 
and specialty coatings (e.g., Stucco)
Adhesives and glues
Products (or coatings) for roofing and
foundations
Products for asphalt driveways and crack fillers
Cleaners and polishes (e.g. patio cleaner, lemon oil)
Unidentified or unlabeled containers
Paints in glass containers

PLEASE NOTE THAT 
THE DEPOSIT SITE 

FOR PAINTS, OILS ETC... 
IS LOCATED AT THE

MUNICIPAL GARAGE – 
315, ROUTE 202, 

HINCHINBROOKE. 
PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS
IS NOT A GARBAGE SITE,

ONLY THE ARTICLES
MENTIONED BELOW 

ARE ACCEPTED. 

If you are unsure that the
products that you want to

dispose of are accepted at your
local municipality, please call

the MRC du Haut-Saint-Laurent
and ask for additional

information at 450-264-5411.  

When is it necessary to obtain
a permit or certificate?
Anyone who wishes to undertake an
activity that requires the issuance of a
license or certificate under the
municipal by-law must obtain this
license or certificate from the municipal
inspector BEFORE starting the works.
The table below gives a non-exhaustive
list of activities and whether if you need
a permit or certificate or not. If in doubt,
it is always preferable to contact the
urbanism services of the municipality
before starting your project. If you are
planning projects requiring a permit,
please foresee a 30 days delay for the
emission of your permit. 

* Obtaining a certificate of authorization
or a permit is not required for certain
works required for normal maintenance
of a construction, as described in the
table. 

To avoid delaying your projects, it is
suggested to place your request for a
permit of certificate a few weeks in
advance. 

Remember that when you are in contra-
vention with the by-law, even if a permit
is required or not, you are liable to a fine.
So be vigilant in preparing your projects.

TYPE OF WORK DESCRIPTION * (see note)
Temporary shelter Standard to respect 

Permit not required
Enlargement or a residential building, Permit required
agricultural of other
Antenna or communication tower Permit required  
Balcony The repair does not require a permit

Permit required for an extension or modification
Shed, garage or other accessory buildings Permit required
Including shipping containers
Fence Standard to respect

Permit not required
Forestry cut Depending on the project, contact the municipality 

prior to undertaking the works
Construction : residential, agricultural Permit required
or other
Excavation or fill : residential or agricultural Permit required
Demolition or moving of a building Permit required
Sign : construction, rénovation or moving Permit required
Windows, doors The replacement does not require a permit

The dimensional change requires a permit
Septic installation Permit required
Insulation, heating, plumbing No permit required if no demolition of wall or 

changing to the frame necessary
Subdivision Permit required
Pools Permit required
Wells, including geothermal energy  Permit required
(construction or sealing)
Renovation : residential, agricultural or other Permit required
Roof No permit required if no modification

to structure and material
Garage sale  (maximum 2/year) Certificate of authorization necessary

PERMITS AND CERTIFICATES
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MUNICIPAL INFOS (cont’d)
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ACTIVITIES NOT TO BE MISSED

D / S L / M M / T M / W J / T V / F S / S

1 2 3

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

FÉVRIER / FEBRUARY MARS / MARCH
D / S L / M M / T M / W J / T V / F S / S

AVRIL / APRIL
D / S L / M M / T M / W J / T V / F S / S

MAI / MAY JUIN / JUNE
D / S L / M M / T M / W J / T V / F S / S

JUILLET / JULY AOÛT / AUGUST

SEPTEMBRE / SEPTEMBER
D / S L / M M / T M / W J / T V / F S / S

OCTOBRE / OCTOBER
D / S L / M M / T M / W J / T V / F S / S

NOVEMBRE / NOVEMBER
D / S L / M M / T M / W J / T V / F S / S

DÉCEMBRE / DECEMBER
D / S L / M M / T M / W J / T V / F S / S

MUNICIPALITÉ DE HINCHINBROOKE
CALENDRIER DE COLLECTE DES MATIÈRES RECYCLABLES ET DÉCHETS
RECYCLABLES AND WASTE PICK-UP CALENDAR

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

ORDURES MÉNAGÈRES
HOUSEHOLD GARBAGE
MATIÈRES RECYCLABLES
RECYCLED MATERIALS
MATIÈRES ORGANIQUES
ORGANIC MATERIALS

JANVIER / JANUARY

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

CALENDAR

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 15 16 17 18 19 20 21

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

26 27 28 29 30

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

11 12 13 14 15 16 1713 14 15 16 17 18 19

27 28 29 30

1 2 3 4 5

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

17 18 19 20 21 22 22

24/31 25 26 27 28 29 30

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

D / S L / M M / T M / W J / T V / F S / S

1

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

2026

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

1 2 3 4

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

D / S L / M M / T M / W J / T V / F S / S

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

27 28 29 30 31

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

29 30 31

1 2 3 4 5 6

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

28 29 30

1 2 3 4 5

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

29 30

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

23/
30

24/
31

25 26 27 28 29

1 2

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

D / S L / M M / T M / W J / T V / F S / S

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

26 27 28 29 30 31

1 2 3

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

1 2 3 41 2 3 4 5 6 7
D / S L / M M / T M / W J / T V / F S / S



Certified true copy of resolution no. 11336-02-26
adopted by the Regional Council of the M

RC 
of H

aut-Saint-Laurent on February 18, 2026

Extract from
 the m

inutes of the Regional Council
m

eeting held on February 18, 2026, and chaired by
M

r. Yves M
étras, Prefect and M

ayor of the
M

unicipality of Franklin.

W
H

EREA
S

the declaration of jurisdiction for 
public and adapted transportation adopted on
February 5, 2020 (resolution no. 04-02-20);

W
H

EREA
S

the adoption of the by-law
s declaring 

jurisdiction for public and adapted transportation 
on June 3, 2020 (resolutions nos. 8782-06-20 and
8783-06-20);

W
H

EREA
S

bus transportation services are subject 
to a service schedule;

W
H

EREA
S

a new
 2026 tim

etable w
as tabled at the

m
eeting of February 18, 2026;

W
H

EREA
S

any changes to a m
unicipal public transit

service tim
etable m

ust be published in service 
vehicles and a local new

spaper at least 30 days 
before they com

e into effect. Transportation A
ct

(CQ
LR, c. T-12, section 48.24)

TH
EREFO

RE, it is m
oved by:

M
r. M

ark W
allace

Seconded by:
M

s. D
eborah Stew

art and unanim
ously resolved,

To adopt the new
 2026 tim

etable as presented at
the m

eeting of February 18, 2026, and to authorize
its entry into force on A

pril 1, 2026;

To proceed w
ith its publication in service vehicles,

new
spapers, and the w

ebsite of the M
RC du 

H
aut-Saint-Laurent, and to its distribution to the

m
unicipalities of H

aut-Saint-Laurent, to educational
institutions, and to regional transportation services,
starting February 25, 2026.

G
iven in H

untingdon on February 18, 2026, by 
Pierre Caza, D

irector G
eneral and Clerk-Treasure.


